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From images to messages
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To comprehend a written 
word, the brain must 
translate the word’s image 
into its individual sounds.
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Visual cortex:
The entry point for data sent by the 
retina. It sends visual information 
to other parts of the brain to be 
processed.
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Inferior frontal gyrus:
Involved in linking letters to their sounds 
and analyzing them to identify the word 
they make up.
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Parieto-temporal region:
Also helps with word analysis.
In less skilled readers, this is a 
necessary step in determining how to 
articulate and understand a word.
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Occipital-temporal region:
Used more in experienced readers.
It reacts to familiar words almost as 
symbols, instantly recalling their 
pronunciations and meanings.
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