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Layout of the Lesson Planner 

Sections 

Each Book is divided into fifteen Sections. Each Section provides five 
lessons, for a total of 75 lessons per book. Lesson Planner Book 3:1

contains Sections 1-15, Lessons 1-75, and Lesson Planner Book 3:2

contains Sections 16-30, Lessons 76-150. Together the two books cover 
one year of instruction. 

The term Section has been used to designate divisions of content because 
it does not carry the concept of closure that the term Unit usually does. 
Think of the lessons as continuously flowing from one to the next. There 
is no single closure activity at the end of a Section (i.e., final spelling 
test). Grouping the lessons into sections is strictly an organization tool to 
help facilitate overall planning, scheduling, and tracking. 

The lessons have been structured around four spelling words per lesson. 
This is less than the recommended six words a day in Johnny Can Spell

Teacher's Guide. If the phonetic analysis strictly follows the Teacher's

Guide and only phonics and spelling are addressed, six words should be 
studied. However, if the Lesson Planner is followed, additional aspects of 
language study, i.e., parts of speech, related vocabulary, sentence devel
opment, will also be included with each spelling word. Therefore, four 
words a day will be sufficient. With the Lesson Planner, more is done

with fewer spelling words. 

Specialty Pages 

Teacher Preparation Page: 

Purpose: To enable the teacher to scan or study related material ahead of 
time as she/he prepares to teach the next five lessons. 

Organization: Related material from the Johnny Can Spell Teacher's
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Guide, Johnny Can Write Teacher's Guide, The Writing Road to 

Reading, and Lesson Planner listed under topics and concepts to be 
presented or practiced in that Section. 

Recommendations: Use this page to focus teacher pre-reading and other 
preparations prior to the lessons. Scan this page and read the listed 
material at least one week prior to teaching. 

Teaching Points: 

Purpose: To provide a checklist of the content of the five lessons in the 
section. Correlates with Scope and Sequence, page 235. 

Organization: In a checklist format to assist lesson planning or record 
keeping of content covered. 

Recommendations: Make a copy of this page. Enter the dates of these 
lessons, e.g., Sep� 9-.13, 2004-. Highlight what you plan to present, 
practice, or rehearse. After the lessons, check the boxes to record what 
you actually did teach. File with your records. 

At a Glance: 

Purpose: To pull the five lessons together at a quick glance much like a 
daily lesson plan book would. 

Organization: Information related to phonograms in isolation is always 
listed first, followed by new spelling words and information related to 
�hem. Things that should be done daily are usually listed in an overlay
mg box. Categories will match with those on the Teaching Points page
in each Section and those in the Scope and Sequence at the end of this
book (page 235).

Recommendation: Use as is, adding personal notes. Or use as a guide to 
prepare your own daily lesson plans each week. 

Dictation: 

Purpose: To provide a guide for dictation and an easy answer key for 
teacher correction of spelling word dictation and sentence dictation. 
Sentence dictation is designed to serve as an opportunity to review, 
assess, and/or practice grammar elements and" old" spelling words. 

Reproduction of this page in any form is a violation of copyright laws and by law is subject to prosecution. 
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Organization: Selection of words contains those from the last five lessons in 
random order. Sentences for dictation have been created using old 
spelling words. Therefore, they are excellent for spelling reviews as well 

as grammar practice. Sentences are made up of words selected from those 

previously studied. Ideas are given beneath the sentence to further 
incorporate grammar reviews. 

Recommendation: Dictate from these pages. Then, use them as answer keys. 
If you do not want to incorporate sentence dictation every day, the 
dictation sentence could be used during oral language reviews. 

New Spelling Words: 

Purpose: To put at the teacher's fingertips as much information as possible 
about a given word. 

Organization: The lesson number is to the left. Four (4) words are contained 
in each lesson. Each word is given with the markings. Spelling rules are 

written out. Explanations are given when needed. Phonogram markings 

are clearly explained. Teaching Notes provides a wealth of information 
about each word. 

Recommendation: Use the rules and marking explanations to help you 
consistently refer to and apply the rules during the word analysis (Think 

to Spell®). Draw upon the Teaching Notes to present, review, and 
rehearse a wide variety of language concepts, knowledge, and skills 
throughout each lesson. 

Additional Strategy Pages: 

Purpose: To supply ideas, strategies, and information that will serve you 

well as you integrate language with spelling during the five lessons. 
Organization: On the remaining pages in each Section, for the most part, 

you will find information related to word usage, literary devices listed 
first. It will be followed by vocabulary, then parts of speech, and finally 
sentence information. 

Recommendation: Scan these pages before you begin to teach the lessons 

in each section. Choose what you will incorporate in your lessons. 
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Remember, you can always use something at a later date! Also, you can 
repeat many of these strategies week after week, day after day, just apply 
them to different words. 

Spelling Word Cards 

Each page in this division is a black.line master of spelling word cards for a 
given Section. Suggestions for their use are given on page 208. 

Morphology: Word Families 

Each page in this section contains an extended word family based on a root. 
The roots have been selected to go along with a spelling word. Cross 
referencing is done in the Teaching Notes on Spelling Word Pages. The 

word family can be used with the section in which the spelling word occurs 
or it can be used at any time during the school year. See Johnny Can Write 

Teacher's Guide as referenced on each word family page for teaching 
activities and ideas. 

Record-Keeping Tools 

Morrison-McCall Spelling Scale: 

These pages contain information for quick reference to usage and scoring. 
They also contain a detailed record-keeping table. 

Phonogram Inventory: 

This page is a table that can be used as a record keeping tool for individual 
students and/or as a record of instruction. 

Reproduction of this page in any form is a violation of copyright laws and by law is subject to prosecution. 
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